Big Questions Judge Training

Flowing Basics
The Constructives
1. Set up paper in portrait orientation
2. Put the first aff speech and the first neg speech on two different pieces of paper
3. Ensure you have two different colored pens - one for aff speeches and one for negative speeches

4. Flow the first speech down the margin of the page - try not to take up too much lateral room with
the first speech (there are still 6 speeches to fit on this paper!)
5. Don’t attempt to get every word down. People can talk faster than they can write. Instead, use the
student’s tone, inflection, and signaling to determine what the most important points are and jot
down a few words that will help you remember what their argument is. You could also develop
short-hand for words that will be used often (on last year’s topic, perhaps us (S) for science and
“FW” for free will.

6. During the question segments, you are not required to flow what is being said. If you feel the write
down important answers, you can take notes on a separate sheet of paper.

The Rebuttals
1. New speeches get a new column on the page.
2. In the rebuttals, debaters will directly respond to one another’s arguments. When a debater is
answering an argument their opponent made, put the response directly to the right of the
argument being responded to.
3. If an argument is not answered, or is “dropped”, leave an open space next to it on the flow. You
may be asked to “extend” an argument that has been dropped in the next speech. If this happens,
draw an arrow through from the original argument to the column of the speech being made.
4. Arguments made in the rebuttal speeches should only be flowed in the column of the speech
being made.

Completed Affirmative Flow

Completed Negative Flow

Completed Flows

